
 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING 

CASPER MUNICIPAL CODE CONCERNING 

ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL  

 

 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to promote the public 

health safety and general welfare of the citizens and 

visitors of the City of Casper and to promote the 

health safety and welfare of animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This proposed ordinance is a collaborative effort between the citizens of Casper the Casper City Attorney, MAS and other subject 

matter experts within the city government.  Sponsored by Chris Walsh Casper City Council Ward III 

 

 



Background 

Several months back I began hearing about negative animal encounters at an increasing rate, 

either people being bitten or animals attacking, killing or maiming other pets in our town.  The 

frequency seemed to be alarming and persistent.  I requested information from the city on the 

issue for the time frame of January 1st, 2017 through June 27th, of 2018.  The results confirmed 

that we were dealing with an issue needed to be addressed, not only for our neighbors but for our 

pets.  During this time I also spoke with concerned citizens who wanted the ordinance updated to 

modernize the standard of care required for the community’s pets.   

All the above factors lead to this new ordinance being proposed.  We have developed a 

mechanism where the community can offer written input on the ordinance by going to the City 

web site and offer public comment prior to the ordinance becoming law.  This ordinance is 

designed to enhance both pet and human safety in our town and designed to address negative 

behaviors not target specific animal breeds.  This proposed ordinance will apply to residents of 

the City of Casper. 

Details 

Between 1-1-17 and 6-27-18, 721 animal attacks or bites occurred with in Casper.  The time 

frame of the information request covered 543 days.  The numbers are clear and convincing.  A 

negative animal encounter occurred at a frequency of more than one per day during the reporting 

period.  Consider if this information pertained to person on person assaults in our town, I think 

the public would demand action. 

Of the 721 negative encounters, 539 of those were bites to humans.  In many cases these reported 

bites resulted in injury requiring medical attention rabies considerations and quarantines for the 

animals.   Many of these attacks were unprovoked, unexpected and unwarranted.  The results of 

people being mauled by aggressive animals has left people with permanent disfigurement, long 

term injury recovery and the unseen emotional scars left from the encounter.  

Of the 721 negative encounters 182 were listed as animals being attacked by other animals, in 

most cases dogs against dogs.  A common scenario is a person walking their pet on a leash in a 

public space.  An aggressive improperly restrained dog would attack the leashed pet and often 

kill, dismember or maim the leashed pet and frequently the pet owner would be bitten and 

injured during the encounter.  A person should have every right to walk their pet in a public 

space and not be in fear of the pet being killed and themselves being injured.  The reality is that 

it happens far too often in my estimation.   

Community Impact 

I think the data is compelling and shows dangerous and overly aggressive animals have a very 

negative impact on our community.  I have spoken with people who will not take their dog on a 



walk out of concern stemming from improperly cared for and restrained dogs.  I have talked with 

people who alter their daily walking or jogging routines to avoid dangerous animals.  I know that 

mail delivery has been shut off to neighborhoods for weeks or months at a time because mail 

carriers cannot safely deliver mail in areas of town.  This growing issue has to be confronted and 

the problems reversed.   

Proposed Ordinance Changes 

The change in the animal ordinance will provide better standards of care for our pets.  This 

directly correlates to animal behavior.  Well cared for and well socialized animals pose much 

less of risk to people than those that are chained in the yard all day and develop extreme 

territorial habits and lack positive interaction with people or animals.   

The proposed ordinance will also address the pet owners who habitually own dangerous and 

violent animals.  Often times a mean dog is the direct result of the manner a person treats the 

dog.  This ordinance will add provisions to address that problem. 

Goal 

My goal is a safer town for people and pets.  I also want to have people take the opportunity to 

review the proposal and offer input.  I am sure we all realize that the input may not be 

incorporated in full.  It is difficult to develop a 100% consensus on these matters.   

 

 

 


